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Cleaning heat exchanger tubes - by means of manipulator which directs jets of water into spaces between tubes 
Patent Assignee: KRAFTWERK UNION AG 
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Abstract: 

EP 84867 A 



The heat exchanger of the steam generator of a nuclear power plant has its tubes arranged in two banks, separated by a 
diametral passageway. This passageway is accessible from handholes in the heat exchanger housing through which a 
manipulator is inserted. 
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This manipulator is designed to move with a stepwise motion through the passage way by means of devices which grip 
the tubes. The manipulator has a spray head fitted with nozzles so arranged that the jets of water are aligned with the 
spaces between the tubes to facilitate the removal of accumulated sludge. 
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